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John Leamy’s Atlantic Worlds:
Trade, Religion, and Imperial
Transformations in the Spanish HEmpire
and Early Republican Philadelphia

Linda K. Salvucci

John Leamy (1757-1839) accumunintesd o subsiansial fovtune shrongh
trade with the Spanish Empive following die Amevican Revolution. This
imsiigrant fFom Ireland, vie southern Spatin, was the key player in cstal-
lLishing Philadelphin’s dominany vole in Cubnn marieis durving the 1700s
Unlike Bis Protestont competitors, as a bigh-profile Casholic, Leawy npr-
tured suooessful personal and comwiercial velationslips with dhose Spanish
imperinl buveancrais chavged with vegulaving the rade. In the new cen-
tury, as the Spawish Empive destabilized, Leawy adiusted borh bis busines
strategics and veligions pracrices. With bis Catholic loyalties in flus, he led
the Loy trusiees of St. Mary's duvingy the Hogon Schismt and moved towards
Episcopaliawism. Jobm Leamy’s actions throw ingo velief how vepullicanism
emboldencd challenges to ccclesinsticnl nuthorizy and encouveged denowmi-
national flexibility, even os be mansuvered to vekindle Ins ties with Spain
in the 1820s and 18305

Keywords: Leamy, John; Spanish Empire; Cuba; Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vaniz; Early Republic

The 1780s: Establishing Networks of Experience
and Influence

orn in Ireland in 1757, John Leamy departed permanentdy from his
homeland as an adolescent to be educated in Spain. Several sources
indicate that he became fluent in Spanish, butiris unknown how and
why he came to reside in the Spanish cides of Cadiz and Sevilla In the first
place, nor for how long he stayed.! Teamy swore an cath of allegiance to

1. There exists no sustained scholarly trestment of John Leary, 1o large part because his
business papers do not appear to have been preserved, perhaps inteotionally; however, refer-
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Pennsylvania in 1778 and was identified in 1780 as a resident of Philadelphia,
but it is unknown how and why he became commander of the Adrenture, a
Pennsylvania privateer brig, although the flour-trading Meade family might
have led to his connection with Philadelphia.? Teamy might then have re-
crossed the Atlantic because by the next year he was delivering letters, luxury
goods, and funds to Francisce Rendén, secretary of the Spanish legation who
resided in Philadelphia during the early 1780s. Rendén was the right contact
to nurture after the death of Juan de Miralles, the Spanish observer to the
Contnental Congress, and before the arrival of Diego de Gardoqui, the first
Minister Plenipotentiary of Spain to the United States.? Leamy’s attentions to
the Spanish secretary appear to have advanced the Irishman’s fortunes in fairly
short order. Rendén returned to Spain in 1786 after ending a scandalous rela-
tonship with a Protestant Philadelphia merchant’s daughter. By then, Dr.
Benjamin Rush referred to Leamy as a “respectable merchant” when recom-
mending that Leamy’s brother James, though an acknowledged Catholic, be
admitted to the College of Carlisle (later Dickinson College). This Presbyte-
rian institution in central Pennsylvania was not ordinarily open to Catholics,
but Rush noted that this would demonstrate the “liberal spirit” of both town
and institution, and further implied (correctly, it turned cut) that Leamy’s
appreciation would yield significant referrals.*

ences to him and his activities are scattered throughout numerous archives on both sides of the
Atlantic. The Leamy name is common in Tipperary and Limerick, as are many of the surnames
of his known relatives. Leamy and others often alluded to his education and experience in
southern Spain without providing more specifics. His name does not appear in Martin Murphy,
St. Gregory’s College, Seville, 1592-1767 (Southampton, UK: Catholic Record Society, 1992)
nor in his “Irish Students and Merchants in Seville, 1598-1798,7 I Cologuio Inteynacional “Los
Extranjeros en I Espasin Moderna” (Mdlaga: Universidad de Milaga, 2003), II: 565-557. 1
thank Nicholas Wolf for making me aware of these sources.

2. “John Leamy, from Spain, Merchant,” swore an oath of allegiance to the state of
Pennsylvania on June 9, 1778: John B. Linn and Wm. H. Egle, M.D., eds., Namses of Persons
Who Took the Oath of Alleginnce to the State of Pennsylvanin, 1776-1794 (Westminster, MD:
Heritage Books, reprint, 2006, c. 1890), 43 [list taken from The Pennsylvania Archives, vol.
3]. The Advenzuye is listed on American War of Independence—#ar Sea, at http: / /www.awiat-
sea.com/Privateers /A /Adventure%20Pennsylvania%2 0Brig%20%5BLeamy%5D huml, cidng
the Naval Records of the American Revolution, among other sources; a bond of $20,000 had
been given by the commander, Leamy, and one of the owners, Alexander Nelson. The Meade
family from Limerick had muld-generadonal connections both to Cidiz and to the Philadel-
phia flour wade. One of Richard W. Meade’s sons had “Leamy™ as his middle name.

3. For a full discussion of Rendén, see Linda K. Salvucci, “Atlantic Intersections: Early
American Commerce and the Rise of the Spanish West Indies (Cuba).” Business History Review
79 (Winter 2005), 781-810, especially 785, 790-795; also José Antonio Armillas,“Viar y Jau-
denes,” in Suma de estudios bomennje w1 Dv. Canellas (Zaragoza: Universidad de Zaragoza,
1969), 51-76.

4. Dr. Benjamin Rush to John Montgomery, Philadelphia, September 5, 1786, Mss.
Correspondence of Dr. Benjamin Rush, Dickinson College, part. two, vol. 42, Library Com-
pany manuscript at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia (hereafter HSP). It is
not clear why Leamy preferred a Presbyterian environment for his brother and later his son.
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In 1788, Gardoqui, from a prominent merchant family in Bilbao, Spain,
acknowledged that Leamny had assisted him with cerrain marters, Including
the recruitment of Pennsylvania arisans ro serdde and work in Spanish
Louisiana.® Leamy also ingratiated himself with Gardogui’s two young subor-
dinates, Josef de Jaudenes y Nebor and José Tgnacio Viar, who had sertled in
Philadelphia around 1784, During this time, Spain wied 1o close off direct
North American trade ro Cuba, which had been aliowed during the Revolo-
tonary war to feed both Spanish troops and the expanding local populadon.
Fature wade prospects with the island might have seemed bleak, bur Leamy’s
assiduous cultivadon of the Spantards paid off within a few vears, In the late
1780s, he had been wading mainly with Cadiz and Cartagena, according 1o
ads in the Pennsylvania Packer and Daily Adverriser” Bur when Jaudenes and
Viar were appointed w obtain food suppliss for Santo Domingo in 1791, they
approached Leamy, who promptly diverted one of his ships from a Prench
Caribbean port to the Spanish colony instead. The two Spaniards advised
their superiors of Learay's “zeal and partiality” tor Spain and underscored his
refusal to take excessive profits.” These were the very men charged with issn
ing licenses for Worth Americans to trade with ports in Coba, which had
reopened for trade, partially and in stages, bevween 1789 and 1793, While the
records vield maddeningly scant detail, it is clear that Leamy spene the 1786s
shrewdly establishing himself as a respecrable and well-connected merchantin
Philadelphia, with first-hand experience in the commercial hub of Cadiz, both
ready and eager to trade with Spain and its American colonies.

The Early 1790s: Deepening Ties in Philadelphia and the
Spanish Atlantic

The early 1790s proved to be exceptionally good years for Leamy. While
he condnued to culdvate Jaudenes and Viar, he was listed in the 1791
Philadelplia City Divectory as an “Agent for His Catholic Majesty.” His
dutes for the latter were unclear, given the presence of so many Spanish
diplomats in Philadelphia. Perhaps this indicated that he was one of the few
privileged foreigners granted the benefits of imperial wade. Business and per-
sonal relationships continued to overlap, with Jandenes marrving the daugh-
ter of Boston trader and Spanish consul John Stoughron and the couple

5. Diego Gardoqui to Esteban Mird, New York, October 15, 1788, and Seprember 8,
1788, Cuba, legajo 1044, Archive General de Indias, Sevilla, Spain (hereafter AGI).

6. Charles 1. Chandler, “Catholic Merchants of Early Philadelphia.” Records of the Asmer-
ican Cavkolic Historvical Sociery of Philadeiphin (hereafier FLACHSE) 64, no. 2 {June 1953},
©6-97, Chandler credits Leamy with opening the Colombian marker.

7. Josef Taudenes and José Antonio Viar wo the Conde de Floridablanca, Phila., October
18, 1791, Estado, leg. 3894 bis, Archive Histdrico Nacional, Madrid, Spain (hereafrer
AHN).
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moving into a house in Philadelphia that Teamy owned.? Still, TLeamy did not
forget his Irish roots. Along with George Meade and other successtul flour
merchants, Leamy was an active member of the Hibernian Society (1790)
and the Frendly Sons of St. Patrick {1792).7 They worshipped with the
politically and diplomatically preminent, including members of the Spanish
delegation, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Once St. Augustine’s Church
opened in 1796, the list of original pew holders included Leamy, and further
reflected the lrish-Spanish-flour-trading nexus of Commodore John Barry,
Thomas Fitzsimmons, Richard Meade, and Joseph Viar.?? Extending beyond
Irish Catholic circles, by the mid-1790s, Leamy was recognized as a member
of Philadelphia’s “newer aristocracy”; he was admitted to the elite First City
Troop and was active in “one of the city’s major prestige organizations.”!!
One of the original sixty subscribers to the theater that came to Philadelphia
in 1794 (at Chestnut above Sixth), Leamy paid $300 for one share.!? With
the Spanish diplomats, he patronized City Tavern, which hosted the movers
and shakers of national politics.

TLeamy married Elizabeth Doughty on May 20, 1793. The trust for her
dowry was executed by merchants William Bradford and John Coxe, but
beyvond that, little is known about her. Elizabeth was likely Episcopalian
because they were married in Philadelphia’s Christ Church; however, their
children were baptized in the Catholic Church.'® Their first child, Margaret,

8. Policy No. 2611, Fire Blotter, ITI, [1794], Insurance Company of North America
Archives, Philadelphia (hereafter INAA), on Leamy’s house, where Jaudenes and his wife resided.

9. John H. Campbell, History of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick and of the Hibeynian
Socicty for the Relief of Emigrants from Ireland (Philadelphia: Hibernian Society, 1892}, espe-
cially 62-63, 92, 98, 115, 151. A silhouette of John Leamy faces 120.

10. John Thomas Scharf and Thompson Westcott, History of Philadelphin, 1609-1884
{Philadelphia: I.H. Everts, 1884}, II: 1377. Chandler, “Catholic Merchants,” 98, observes
that Teamy made the largest individual subscription ($200) to the erection of St. Augustine’s.

11. Ethel Elise Rasmussen, “Capital on the Delaware: The Philadelphia Upper Class in
Transition, 1789-1801" (Ph.D. dissertation, Brown University, 1962), 57-60, 172, 175.

12. Scharf and Westcott, History of Philndelphin, 1609-1884 11: 970.

13. For the Leamy marriage, see “Marriage Record of Christ Church, Philadelphia,
1709-1806,” printed in Record of Pa. Mavriages priov to 1810, Vol. 1 (1895), 161, as printed
in Pennsylvania Archives, second series, Vol. 8, at hutp:/ /usgwarchives.net/pa/lpa/
paarchivesseries /series2 /vol8 /pass85.hunl. For the wust, see The Statuses ar Layge of Pennsyl-
vanin: Laws Passed Session 1824725 (Harrisburg, 1911), at htep: / /files.usgwarchives.net,/pa,/
lpa/xmisc/1825laws.txt. Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, Will Index, 1682-1819, W:236
contains the 1790 will of Henry Gurney of No. Liberties, and names “Elizabeth Doughty,
spinster,” as “heir, friend and executor™; it was probated on April 2, 1792 and lists two Eliza-
beth Doughtys as members of his household thatincluded John Barry and Sarah Barry. Gurney
willed Elizabeth a tract of land in Botecourt, Augusta County, Virginia, which in 1796 she sold
first to Jasper Moylan, who conveyed it back to both Leamys two days later, who then sold it
in 1799: Lyman Chalkley, Chronicles of the Scotch-Ivish Settiement in Vieginia, extvacted from
the oviginl convt vecords of Angusta Connty, 1745-1800, Vol. 2 {Rosslyn, VA: Mary S. Lock-
wood, 1912-1913), 160-161.
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was born the following year on Aprl 13; Josef and Marilda Stoughron de
Jaudenes stood as godparents. Other known childeen included John
Anthony, Louisa, Ann, and Blizabeth.'* In addition to his brother James,
John had a sister in Philadelphia, Honoria Leamy, who died there ar age
thirty-eight in 1791.1%

When the Insurance Company of North America {INA) was founded in
Philadelphia in 1792, not only did John Leamy serve as one of its original
directors, he soon became “one of its best customers,” mking out at least 200
policies during his tenure on the board.*® During 1792 and the first half of
1793, he purchased insurance for several voyages to New Orleans and other
Caribbean destinations. By the fall of 1793, Caba’s wade was opened, and
Leamy shitted his focus to Havana.'” Around this time, his brother James set
up residence there, and apparently Spanish functionaries broke with estab
lished procedures to smooth the arrival of his consignments. No wonder that
John Stoughton was particularly anxicus © meet the favored James on his
own frastrating vovage to the Spanish West Indies in 1794-1795 in the role
of supercargo charged with managing the cargo owner’s trade.*® Meanwhile,
Leamy’s most wusted supercargo became Pandek Hayes, apother Lishman
and the nephew of Commodore John Barry of Revolutionary War fame.?”

There is a curious enwy in the bapdsmal registers of St Joseph’s Chirch on Ocrober 6,
1792, when the Rev. F.A. Fleming sponsored and baptzed Mary, born September 21, “of
Tohn Leamy and Mary Doyle [sic], Catholics™: Francis X. Reuss, “Sacramental Registers at St
Joseph’s Church, Philadelphia, PA, of the Tighteenth Century, £fth series . . . 17927
RACHSP 15, no. 3 (Seprember 1904, 307,

14. For Margaret's bapuism at St Joseph's Church on June 17, 1794, see Reuss, “Sacra-
mental Registers™ in BACHSP 16, no. 1 (March 1905), 59; for John, on July 5, 1796,
RACHSP 15, no. 3 {Seprember 1905, 330; for Lounisa, on May 7, 1798, RACHSP 17, no.
1 {March 1906}, 14; and for “Anna™ on Seprember 10, 1800, RACHSF 17 no. 4, {December
19063, 475. I have not located Elizabedh’s bapdsmal record, although she is lisced as a swrviv-
ing daughter (as Elizabeth TIL Stout) in 1850s sources.

15. For Leamy's sister, see “Verses on miss Honoria Leamy, sister of John Leary. esq.
who departed chis life Tuly 14, 1791, The American Musenm, or Universal Magnzine 10, no.
2 (July 1791} (Philadelphia, 1791}, Appendix 1, 4; John T. Maidand, “St. Mary’s Graveyard,
Fowrth and Spruce Swreers, Philadelphia, Records and Exwacts from Inscriptions on Tomb
stones,” RACHSE 3 (1888), 271, Honoria was buried in vault 11.25; nicce Margaret was
placed in 11.26 when she died in 1807,

16, Marquis James, Bioggraphy of & Busincss, 1702-1942; Fuswyance Cempany of Novik
Americe (New York: Aver, 1942}, 36. The count of the policies is mine.

17. Leamy's policies for these years are scattered throughout the Marine Bloters, INAA,
volumes A-Dr. T thank Scott DreHaven, Cigna Corporate Archives, Philadelphia, and Shaun
Kirkpatrick, Corporare Archivist, ACE Group, Philadelphia, for sharing their darabase, con-
structed after T completed my original research in the old INAA, Thiladelphia.

18, John Swoughwn w James Leamy, Sandago de Cuba, August 28, 1794, John
Stoughron Letterbook, Tuly 1794-February 1795, New York Historical Soclery, New York Civy.

19, Campbell, Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick, 96-98, When Hayes died in 1856, he was
worth $16.000. Will of Captain Pawick Hayes, 1856, No. 295, FPhiladelphia Ciry Archives,
Philadelphia.
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Matilda Stoughton de Jaudenes by Gilbert Stuart, 1794. Jaudenes was the
daughter of Spanish consul John Stoughton. She was godmother to John
Leamy’s first daughter, Margaret (Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York).

Leamy sent cargoes composed mainly of “Philadelphia flour” to Havana,
whose growing white, free black, and black populations could not be ade-
quately fed by Spanish imperial producers in northern Spain and central
Mexico. Between September 10, 1793 and March 8, 1794, Leamy acquired
eight different INA policies on Havana-bound ships, carrying an average of
2,000 barrels of flour, which made him a large-scale exporter.?® The Cuban
port was attractive for other reasons, however. Specie from Mexico often
accumulated on the island, intended for North America and Europe. In
March 1794, Leamy purchased six separate INA policies to protect vessels
carrying specie from Havana in amounts ranging from $7,000 to $24,000.
Six months later, he purchased another policy on $80,000 worth of specie
for transport out of Cuba.?!

By the middle of the 1790s, Leamy had made quite a success of himself
in Philadelphia. He had his own counting-house near Third and Walnut

20. Marine Blotters, vol. B, 43, 71, 77,107, 130 and vol. C, 19, 21, 22, INAA.
21. Marine Blotters, vol. C, 15-19 and vol. D, 180, INAA.
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Streets and, by 1797, owned a conntry estate north of the city.** In addition
to a position on the Board of the Insurance Company of North America,
Leamy served from 1793 to 1796 as a director of the Bank of Pennsylvania.
He was apparently unaffected by the deadly 1793 yellow fever epidemic,
trading even during the worst months, The Spanish-spesking Irish immi-
grant thus appeared uniguely positioned to take further advantage of his
imperial connections and experience, as well as his ready access to Insurance
insrroments that reduced sk, And then his world—that is, the Adanuc
world—began to change at a dizzving pace.

1796-1807: Neutral Trade: Unparalleled Opportunities,
Unforeseen Risks

The most immediate indicadon of changes o come involved one of
Leamy’s closest personal and commercial reladonships. In 1796, Josel Jau-
denes was named the Intendant of Majorca, in part because he did not work
well as Mindster Plenipotentdary with Gardoqui’s successor in Philadelphia,
Carlos Mardnez de [rujo (after 1802, the Margués de Casa ITrnjo). On July
20, 1796, Leamy took out a $15,000 policy on the cross-Atlande shipment
of “Plate, Tewells & FPurniture” and other JTaudenes” household belongings,
and bade farewell to the friend who had fadlitared his rise to prosperity.#?
Irujo, meanwhile, quickly cemented his own standing with the Philadelphia
elite by marrving the daughter of Pennsylvania Chief Jusdce and Governor
Thomas McKean; she converted to Catholicism two davs before her wed-
ding.** How Irujo and Leamy interacted is not totally clear. Although the
Spaniard later would defend Leamy against charges made by Valentin
Foronda, the Spanish consul general from 18021807, Irujo soon formed
his own business partnership—not with Leamy but with the Barry brothers
of Baldmore, who were deeply involved with the Conde de Jaruco v
Mopox’s monopoly described below,

22. Policy No. 531, dared August 1, 1797, Fire Blotrer, T, INAA, for $5,000 on a two-
story stone house “on the west side of the Frankford Road abour three and an [sic] half miles
from Philadelphia called Tusculum.”

23, Marine Blouer, vol. G, policy no. 3305, INAA. John Leamy to John Swougheon,
Phila., March 13, 1797, MG-8, Pa. Collection {Misc.}, No. 476, Pennsylvania State Archives,
Harrisburg, comments upon the uncertain sivaadon in 8pain: “. . . do your lerers make any
mention of Mr. Gardoqui being disgraced and confined in a Casde? If wue, it is 2 serious
charge and may evenrually prove injurious to our Foend’s Family and connectons, wherefore
T think it a formunate circumstance that he left so much secure at this side in case of accident.”

24, RACHSP 17, no. 1 (March 1906}, 3; Eric Beennan, “Spanish Envoy o the Unired
States: Marqués de Casa Irujo and his Philadelphia Wite Sally McKean,” The Americas 37, no.
4 (April 1981), 445-456; Sandra Sealove, “The Founding Fathers as Seen by the Marqués de
Casa Irujo,” The Americas 20, no. 1 (July 1963}, 3742,
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Aleng with the transter of diplomats in Philadelphia, far bigger changes
were afoot in the Spanish imperal world, In a very complicated story, Spain,
after fighting with Grear Britain against Napoleon from 1793 wo 1795,
became an ally of the French in 1796 and declared war on Grear Biiwin that
Ocrober. Trade, particularly between Spain and its colonies, was seriously
disrupted; the wansport of food supplies to Coba was threarened jast as its
“sugar revolution” was taking off. To meet projected shortages, the Caprain-
General and the Intendant of Cuba, often at odds, agreed that Havana
should be opened ro neutral shipping for three months.”® Their decision was
reluctanty approved post fircro In Madrid during fuly, but on November 18,
1797 a roval order temporarily opened all Spanish ports in the Adantic and
Caribbean to neutral traders, provoking the ire of the {adiz commercal
establishment. It was formally revoked on Apnl 18, 1799, presumably again
closing colonial ports to North Amerdean shipping, although they would
open again between 1805 and 1807.

If these policy twists and rurns are not difficult enough o wack, the sit
uaticn in Cuba was even further complicated. In 1796, Manuel Godoy, the
Court favorite responsible for the 1795 “peace” that effectvely led o
Spain’s war against Grear Britain, had arranged for Charles IV to grant a
“concession” to a young Cuban planter/aristocrat for selling rum direetly
in North America, Return cargoes of up to 100,000 barrels of U5, four
would enjoy deeply reduced import dutics. The Conde de Jarnco v Mopox
enjoved an unusually close reladonship with Godoy, one that completely
cclipsed any of Leamy’s links to lower ranking Spanish diplomats in
Philadelphia or his former contacts in Cadiz.*® Thronghout 1797 and 1798,
Mopox’s agents bought up flour cargoes in the United States, transacting
business with merchants such as John (not the Commaodore} and James
Barry of Baltimore. At the outser, there seemed to be room for other sup-
pliers to the island, but then too many concurrent shipments from the TS,
mainland defied dire predictions of shortages and glarred the Havana
market. It became difficult, it not impossible, for North American shippers
to accurately time arrivals to goarantee profits. These contradictory ocour-
rences—the granting of a substandal individual monopoly on the one hand

25, Stanley J. Stein, “Caribbean Counterpoint: Veracruz vs, Havana—War and Neutral
Trade, 1797-1799." in Jeanne Chase, ed., Géagraphic du capitel mavihand nux Amérignes,
1700-186¢ (Paris: Editions de I'Ecole des hautes émades en sciences sociales, 1987), 2144,
The authoritative study of metropolitan efforts to keep New Spain and Cuba within the Span-
ish Empire is Barbara H. Stein and Swanley ], Stein, Edge of Crisis: War and Tvade in the Span-
ish A#lantic, 17981808 {Baldmore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 20097,

26, Levi Marrero, Cuba: Econemin v Secicdwd—Aznicar, Hustracién y Conciencia (1763-
1868) IV, Vol. XII {Madrid: Editorial Playor, 1985}, 59-61, 64, 71-72, 122, and 157, for
infermation cn Mopox.
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Portrait of John Leamy by Bass Otis {(Courtesy of the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania).

and the proclamation of “free trade™ on the other—wreaked havoc for
those attempting to trade with Cuba.

How did Leamy respond to these challenges? The historical record is
incomplete. Leamy took out only three INA policies for shipping in 1796,
one from Philadelphia to Havana, one from Philadelphia to Hamburg, and
one from Norfolk to a portin France.?” In 1797, he had twenty-seven policies
written or amended. Eight specified Havana as a destination, and two more
involved the Cuban port of Nuevitas. Other ports listed included Hamburg,,
La Guuayra, Hispaniola, and Petit Guave. In additon, Leamy took out two
policies on shipments of coffee and cacao from Philadelphia to Baltimore. He
also purchased three policies on behalf of merchants trading out of Norfolk.
Between January 19 and March 15, 1798, he took out five new policies, all
involving; Havana and the Cuban port of Trinidad, and amended three others.
Then, unfortunately, there is a gap in the INA records. The next entries under
Leamy were dated May 17, 1799, and specified two voyages between Mar-
tinique and Havana. There were a few more INA policies for Leamy during

27, Marine Blottears, wel, G, 52, 237, 299, INAA. The policy from Maorfolk to “one port
in France” wery carefully stipulated: *“The Assured wwarrants the above Vessel to be an American
bottorm, and that she camies with her the Documents necessary to prowe her such, and it is
hereby agresd thatno Condsmnation in a forsign Cowrt shall operate to prevent the Assured’s
recovery of loss provided he shall satisfactorily prove the Froperty to be such as is warranted in
the City of Philadelphia, and shall in other respects comply with the terms of this policy.™
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the remainder of 1799 invelving “one port of Delivery in Spain,” another a
voyage from Charleston to Surinam carsving property declared o be from
Hamburg, one from Philadelphia to Havana, another to Carmagena, two more
from Norfolk to Dominique and from 5t Kits 10 Norfolk, The subsequent
INA blotters contain nothing relating to Leamy nndl 180579

We can surmise that John Leamy was not working closely with Mopox
and his agents, such as José Marla Tznardi, since few ships carrving Hour on
the Cnban’s account sailed from Philadelphia *® This might have been a
deliberate arttempt to cut out Leamy, as the exwraordinarily well-connecred
creole, Mopox, used his own nemwork of Amercan merchants and Spanish
fonctdonaries that he conld control and from which he conld profit. Bur what
of brother James Leamy: how was he faring in Havana, partdenlarly during
the fourteen months in 17981799 for which [INA records are mussing?

Records from the Brench Spoliadon Claims reveal thar a ship named
“Pallas” departed the United Swates in 1798 under Captain John Leamy of
Philadelphia. Seized first by a Brench privateer and then recaptored by the
British, the vessel was brought wo St. Nicholas Mdle and Hbeled for salvage.
On May 1, 1798, Learay purchased the ship, retumned it to the United States
and sold it to one John Powrecent.® Why did Leamy decide, so uncharacter-
istically, to sail personally to the Caribbean at this pardcular juncrure, leaving
behind his wite and three voung children? There is no complete record, but
information from Cuban archives suggests that brother James not only had
become embroiled in a difficult lawsuit on behalf of Pragers and Company
of Philadelphia against Patrick FHerrall (a resident of Saint Croix who owed
Pragers at least 23,000 pesos on an advance of 85,000 pesos), but also that

28. Marine Blotters, vols. H and T for the policies frorn 1797 and early 1798, and vol. K
for 1799, INAA, Vol. J is missing from these records. The ACE database conrains four addi-
denal pelicies, likely derived from other INA ledgers, thar Leamy purchased in June and Gceto-
ber of 1798, One was for the “Sally and Jane,” bound from Thiladelphia to Nuevitas, Cuba;
the only information recorded was that it was caprured but had been insured ar “0% rawe of
premiwm” for only $2,000, which probably covered only part of the cargo.

29, “Noticia de los Bugques Neurrales que han exportado Arinas. . . " undaved, CM.
Perez, no. 107, v. 2, Riblioteca WNacional José Mart], Havana, Cuba, for a list of ships thar
brought over 47,000 barrels of North American flour into Cuba under the Mopox concession
between July 28, 1797 and August 16, 1798, Hardly any of these vessels came from Thiladel-
phia. The vast majorivy sailed from Balimore.

30, Greg H. Williams, The French Asswnlt on Amevican Shipping, 1793-1813: A History
and Comprehensive Fecovd of Mevchant Mavine Losses (Jellerson, NC: McFarland, 20093, 274,
The “Pallas,” meanwhile, departed Philadelphia for London in Ocrober 1798, but was cap
wired, with a votal loss paid (unspecified ameount on a pelicy purchased by Leamy at 15% pre-
mium), according to information in the ACE darabase. It is pot clear whether Leamy had
repurchased the ship.

Recall that John's daughrer Louisa, born April 2, was baptzed on May 7, 1798; James
Teamy was listed as her sponsor: RACHSP 17, no. 1 (March 19063, 14,
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James Leamy had fallen gravely ill, requiring his withdrawal from the case by
May 16, 1798, Had John received word and headed to Havana ro assist himy
If so, he did not appear to have made it in dme, and, in all Hkelihood, he
never made it at all. Coban notadal records indicate thar James Leamy died
in Havana sometime before December 1, 1798, The exccuror of his estare
there later dealt with claims thar John would not honor levters of exchange
from James drawn upon him, but ¥iar conld be relied upon ro send certifi-
cation from Philadelphia, dated Januvary 25, 1799, that the merchant had
indeed satsfied this obligation the previous July.*

The departure of Jandenes not long after Gardoqgui himself had remumed
to Spain, coupled with the granting of the Mopox monopoly, meant that rela-
donships John Leamy had carefully nuestured since the 1780s no longer
sccured his privileged posidon in the Havana market, Likewise, the opening
of Spanish Atlantic porms to neutral traders brought new competdon, partce-
wlarly from the aforementdoned merchants in Baltimore and from waders else-
where along the eastern seaboard. Moreover, the death of his brother
deprved Leamy of his resident correspondent in Havana at precisely the
moment when other waders were moving agents o Cuoba® Leamy
responded by taking new risks and venturing into new markets. FHe was the
first “INorth American™ to send a ship to the Rio de a Plata {Montevideo and
Buenos Alres) in 1798.%% Between 1798 and 1801, he was involved, often as
underwriter, in at least fifteen separate ventures to the Caribbean and Burope
that later became part of the French Spoliation Claims arising from the {Juasi-
War with France. But as of 1886, not a single one of these claims had been
accepted by the governments of the United States, Spain, or France ®* In the

31. There are a few notarial documents in the Archivo Nacional de Cuba, Havana, relating
to the estate of Tames Leanty; however, they are in very poor conditon and difiicudt w read. One
file from the Tribunal del Comercio, “Autos, Juan Felix Cadiot, sobre averiguar si varias lewas
encomendadas para su cobro, a Don. Diego Leamy, fueron cobradas . . . anie Francisco Betan-
cowrt, Havana, Dec. 1, 17987 ANC, confirms thar James had died by dhis point. On Pebruary
22, 1799, the same notary recorded receipt of Viar's cerdficadon from Philadelphia. From
December 20, 1798 is incomplete testimony that James Leamy roight bave owed Tuan Andres
Poey approximately 20,000 pesos, bur there were no fuller nor further references to this possible
debt. Interestingly, “JTohn Andrew™ Foey was godfather by proxy to Leamy’s son, JTobn Anthony,
baptized in Philadelphia on Tuly 5, 1796: RACHSP 16, no. 3 (Septemnber 1905}, 330.

32, Linda K. Sabvucci, “Supply, Demand and the Making of 2 Markeu Philadelphia and
Havana, 1780-1830." in Franklin W. Knight and Peggy K Liss, eds., Aslamsic Port Cities:
Economy, Cultnve and Socicty in the Atlansic Werls, 1650-1850{Knoxville: University of Ten-
nessee Press, 1991}, 40-57, esp. 45-48.

33, Charles Lyon Chandler, “The River Plate Vovages, 17981800 American Histevi-
cal Beview 23, no. 4 (July 1918), 816-824.

34. United States Department of State, Fremch Spolimrions: Report of the Secretary of State
Relative to the Papers on File in the Depmsrment of Seare Concerning the Unprid Cluims of Cir
izens of vhe United States Agninst France for Spoliations Prior to July 31, 1801, . . (Washingron,
DC: Gove. Prindng Office, 1886}, 87-88,
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absence of any INA policies in Leamy’s name from 1799 to 1805, it is difficult
to know how he fared in covering potential losses. He did serve as an agent
for Commodore John Barry, informing him of the award of $1,000 for six
captures late in 1799.% Still, there is no evidence to indicate that the substan-
tial fortune Leamy had already accumulated was much diminished. We can
surmise that as the Atlantic woerld moved further away from the traditional
mercantilist system, Leamy felt pressure to adjust his commercial activities.

Perhaps he hoped that the Peace of Amiens would allow him to regroup.
But in 1802, another Spanish diplomat arrived in Philadelphia to serve a
stormy five-year term as Consul General. Valentin Foronda was a staunch
defender of the Crown’s (mercantilist) interests on the one hand and an avid
student of contemporary (Smithian) political economy on the other.*® The
manner in which Foronda discharged his consular duties put him at odds,
not surprisingly, with many American merchants, including Teamy, and with
the Marqués de Casa Irujo, the top-ranking Spaniard in the United States.
Indeed, Foronda and Irujo’s long-running quarrel apparently came to a head
over the latter’s endersement of Leamy, although the nature and extent of
that support remain unclear.’” It must have been extraordinarily difficult for
Leamy to negotate these volatile relatonships just when transatlantic trad-
ing conditions were changing so dramatically and continuously. Perhaps
these altered circumstances prompted him to write to Secretary of State
James Madison on Christmas Eve of 1802, applying for appointment as one
of the new commissioners under the convention with Spain:

My long residence in Spain, my Connecticns in that Country and per-
fect acquaintance with the Language & manner of doing business there,
are circumstances so well known to a very respectable portion of the
Merchants of the United States as to insure me such testimony of their
approbation as would be satisfactory.

Leamy added that his family and fortune were in the United States, giving
him every inducement to conduct himself “with honor & reputation.” Yet,
even though he was personally known to President Thomas Jefferson, he was
not appointed.*

35. Tim McGrath, Jobn Barry: An Amevican Hero in the Age of Snil (Yardley, PA: West-
holme Publishing, 2010}, 479.

36. See Salvucci, “Adantic Intersections,” 796-806, for Foronda’s tenure in Philadelphia
and later career. José Manuel Barrenechea, “Valentin de Foronda ante la fisiocracia,” in Ernest
Lluch y luis Argemi I I’Abadal, eds., Agronomia y fisiocvacia en Espasia (1750-1820) (Valen-
cia, Spain: Insttucion Alfonso el Magnanimo, 1985}, 153-183.

37. Carlos Martinez de Irujo to [?], Phila., March 28, 1806, Indiferente General, leg.
1603, AGI, Sevilla.

38. John Leamy to James Madison, December 24, 1802 (Abstract), Founders Online,
National Archives, hrtp:/ /founders.archives.gov/documents,/Madison,/02-04-02-0248,
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There 1s not much in the historical record 1o indicate how Leamy oper-
ated over the next few years, but late in 1806 he made 3 momentous deci-
sion. He resigned from the Board of Direcrors of the Insurance Company of
Worth America and placed adverdsements in Philadelphia  newspapers
announcing the opening of the Marine and Fire Insurance Company of
Philadelphia, with himself as president.”® From this point onward, Leamy
appears o have mostly disengaged from direct trade within the Spanish
Empire while using previons experience as an anderwiiter to his advantage
for the formal reopening of the carrving trade in 1805, Without business
records, it is impossible to determine how profitable the ventuee proved,
although the Marine and Fire Insurance Company remained in existence
until 1844, five years after his death.*” Morcover, it s an interesting coinci-
dence that, as Leamy pulled back from the wade in 1807, other key plavers
under the old system also left the scene. Bormer fellow INA director Johin
Craig, an extremely successtnl and well-connecred wader o the Spanish
Empire from Philadelphia, died in the dty, as did Stoughron’s brother,
Thomas, in Havana.** And it is highly likely that Foronda’s scmpulons
efforts to control the Worth American trade with Spain and Spanish America
gave Philadelphia’ rising competitors in Baltimore and New York an edge,
as they were farther removed from his divect survelliance. In many respects,
then, 1807 was a watershed, bringing 1o a close a distiner phase in the North
American trade with Cuba, even before the American embargo. But that vear
is noteworthy in another respect, as Leamy suffered a terrible loss: his first
born, Margaret, died on June 22 at the age of thirteen.*?

from The Papers of James Madison, Secretary of State Series, vol. 4, 8 Gewober 1802-15 May
1803, ed. Marv A, Hacket, et al. {Charlowesville: University Press of Virginia, 1998}, 221,

39, Tames, Biography of & Busines, 71, judges that “dae loss of so experienced and useful
a man was bound to be felt” by the Insurance Company of Nordh America, Clippings from two
of the advertisernents for the Marine and Fire Insurance Company made it all the way across
the Adlantic; they are preserved in Estado, leg. 6175, AHN.

40. Harrold E. Gillingham, Mavise Insnrance in Philadelplin, 1721-1800 (Philadelpbia:
Patterson & White, 1933), 124, reports thar Leainy’s company cormmpenced business with a
capital of $300,000.

41, Copia de una declaracién original ante José Rodriguez, Ocrober 1) 1807, Havana,
ANC, contains an inventory and other papers reladng to Thomas Stoughton’s deadh. Irvjo was
his pawron, but Stoughton also seems to have been deeply involved in the Ouwvrard scheme 1o
wansfer huge sums of silver to BEurope; itwas noted that he was in the pay of the Spanish gov
ernment. When Stoughton realized he was dying, he gave letters of exchange amounting to
700,000 pesos givados o three trusted acquaintances on the scene. Stoughron died in the home
of a merchant from Bilbao; his inventory inclhided 17 pesos, a gold watch, a few books and ler-
ters, and some other personal effects. Coincideotally, George Meade died shordy thereafrer, in
1808; son Richard was heavily involved in Spanish comrnercial matters by this poing.

42, Campbell. Fricndly Sons of S Parrick, 120, for Margarets undmely death. She was
buried in the gravevard at St. Mary’s Catholic Church.
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1803-1831: Closer to Home: New Relationships

and Interests

Extant records from around the turn of the century shed Hght on a shift
in John Leamy’s pesonal and business activides, They suggest that, aside
from the underwriting business, he focused more dme and ateendon on local
and familial concerns. Sources from the Spanish and INA archives go virta-
ally silent; howewver, some personal correspondence in Leamy’s own hand has
been preserved. We know that he stood by Commaodore John Barry during
his last illness and death in 1803 and served, slong with Barry's wite Sarsh

and Patrick Haves, as executor of Barry’s estate. Until Sarah Barry’s death in
1831, Leamy handled numerous transactions for the widow, dubbed the
“Mother of the American Navy,” because she lenr thousands of dollars to
merchant captains and invested in their goods.* He frequently provided
advice to Sarah Barry, as in 1804 regarding the disposition of shares in the
Marine Insurance Company of Norfolk. Leamy not only ransmited the cer-
tificate but also noted thar the stock is “now worth ren percent more than it
cost and mayv probably vet rise, as the Company by a late Law are anthorized
to Discount 60 day notes, with their surplas money.”* In March 1810, he
cautioned Sarah Barry against paving the same claim twice.*® Two months
later, Leamy advised of a sherifls adverdsement of “the House in Spruce
Street on which we hold a mortgage for $5,000 besides about Seventeen
Months Interest to be sold on the 21% instant subject to our claim”; he asked
her “please to consider on it” and announced that he “will wair on you ina
day or two.”*% In 1817, Leamy purchased some stocks and then transferred
ownership to her*” In 1827, nearly a quarter-century after the Com-
modore’s death, Leamy was still writing and visiting Sarah Barry regularly *#

While keeping a close eve on Mrs. Barry’s affairs, Leamy took pains to
oversee the educaton of his son John. In 1811, he began to write to James
Hamilton, Esq. (17521819} of Carlisle, principally with regard to John’s
activities at Dickinson College, where his brother James had studied in the
late 1780s. Through this correspondence, Leamy reveals a bit of his own per-
sonality and involvement with his children. On July 9, he insisted that his son
devore time to the study of Spanish in particular: “the Spanish T am per-

43, McGrath, fobw Eavry, 503,

44. John Leamy to Sara [sic] Barry, February 16, 1804, Rarry-Taves Fapers, Independ-
ence Seaport Museum, Philadelphia (hereafter ISMT). The papers are part of Villanova Uni-
versity’s Thigital Library: hops:/ /digital ibrary villanova.edu /Trem A~adh: 154319,

45. John Leamy to Sarah Barry, March 13, 1810, Barry-Fayes Papers, ISMF.

46. John Leamy to Sarah Barry, May 15, 1810, Barry-Taves Papers, TSMT.

47, Receipt to Sarah Barry from John Leamy, July 19, 1817, Barry-Hayes Papers, ISMF.

48, John Leamy to Sarah Barry, October 25, 1827, Barry- Hayes Papers, [8MP.
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suaded is become a very necessary Language for our Youths and will be more
so by and by.”* Several days later, Leamy wrote another letter expressing
gratitude to Hamilton for his attention “to my Boys [sic] morals and will
thank you to order him to attend the Roman Catholic Church when there
shall be service and in defect thereof to attend the Episcopal Church.” He
also relayed some general information regarding Hamilton’s account at the
Bank of Pennsylvania. And while he pointed out that daughter Louisa would
be delighted to pay a visit to her friend Miss [Mary] Hamilton, Leamy
remarked that “. . . without papa, she could not go and I cannot leave my
Office at present.”®?

Leamy’s correspondent, James Hamilton, was born in Ireland and had
settled in Carlisle; by 1806, he was president judge of the Ninth Judicial Dis-
trict. Actve in the Presbyterian Church, Hamilton also served on the Board
of Trustees of Dickinson College.®* How he and Leamy first met and then
developed their personal and business reladonships is unclear, but through-
out the 1810s, Leamy wrote letters that blended familial ddings, commercial
information, and occasional political commentary. For example, in July 1811
he wrote: *“The Cause of Spain and Portugal goes on well—I hope the
Peninsula will *ere long be cleared of its invaders.” This wish gave way to
more pointed remarks a month later:

[ am much gratified by vour friendly and patrictic sentiments respecting
the virtuous Cause of Spain—they are a brave good people, alltho [sic]
unfortunately without a well established Government and deserve a
better fate—God grant they may fully succeed in exterminating every
hostile Frenchman from the Peninsula.*?

By September 29, 1815, Leamy wrote, “I am in the City every day
attending to my official dudes,” while on February 12, 1816, he lamented his
“constant confinement to the Insurance business” in declining an invitadon
to bring his daughters to Carlisle for a visit. He did report, however vaguely,
that his son was “agreeably situated and usefully employed.” Towards the end
of that year, Leamy reported that “our son . . . was well at the last dates of his
letters in October and has been so fortunate as to merit the full approbation
of the highly respectable Gentlemen in whose House he is.”%* By June 1819,

49. John Leamy to James Hamilton, Esq., Philadelphia, July 9, 1811, James Hamilton
{1752-1819) Collection (hereafter JHC), No. 1612, HSP.

50. Leamy to Hamilton, Phila., July 18, 1811, THC, HSP.

51. Biographical information on Hamilton is drawn from the HSP finding aid at
http:/ /www.hsp.org/sites /www.hsp.org /files /migrated /findingaid 161 2hamilton.pdf.

52. Leamy to Hamilton, Phila., July 18 and August 20, 1811, JHC, HSP.

53. Leamy to Hamilton, Phila., September 29, 1815, February 12, 1816, December 25,
1816, THC, HSP.



Copyright of U.S. Catholic Historian is the property of Catholic University of America Press
and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without
the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or
email articlesfor individual use.



	John Leamy's Atlantic Worlds: Trade, Religion, and Imperial Transformations in the Spanish Empire and Early Republican Philadelphia
	Repository Citation

	A9R1ii5h3i_1ewx9jb_ano.tmp.pdf

