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B
o 13_-New Ideas: The

i :
Renaissance

ords to Know
gissance the revival of art, literafure, and learning in Europe in the fourfeenth
| through sixteenth centuries

ar a person who has learned much through study

Aanism a concern with the needs and inferests of human beings rather than
religious ideas

a wealthy person who supports arfists

a person who makes statues out of wood, stone, marble, or other
material

fhe study of stars, planets, and other heavenly bodies

a weight hung so that it swings freely back and forth; often used fo
control a clock’s movement

an explanation of how and why something happens, usually based on
scientific study

to change for the better
Si 1o speak out against or act against something

a person who is against the teachings of a church

g the Middle Ages the culture and learning of
ks and Romans were all but forgotten. For
ople it was as if Greece and Rome had never

or this reason the Middle Ages, especially the
%, is sometimes called the Dark Ages.

2 the Middle Ages, Christianity united the
Western Europe. This was not, however, a
Great universities were founded. Immense

Chapter 13 « New Ideas: The Renaissance 183
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Craftworkers became Very fine, Peop]e thought of
it as art, Europeans showed 4 New interest in the
Civilizations of ancient Greece and Rome.

”Perhaps, ” people said,

“that is when Civilization
Was as its best]”

During the Middle Ages most
religious scenes. The people in th

Michelangelo Buonarroti

One of the most famouys artists of the Italian

Renaissance was Michelangelo Buonarrot;. During the
Renaissance, people were €ncouraged to pe 8ood at
Mmany things, Michelangelo, in trye Renaissance Spirit,
Was more thap just a fine Painter. He wjyg also a

Sculptor, 4 boet, and an architect,

Chapter 13 o New Ideas: The Renaissance
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The spirit.of humanis
led Renaissance artists
to make the people in
their pictures lifelike.
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At age 24 Michelangelo created his first masterpiece,
a huge statue called the Piets. Michelangelo sculpted it
for St. Peter’s Church in Rome. In the Pietd, the body of
Christ is shown held in his mother’s arms. The word
Pieta came from the Italian word for pity.

Michelangelo’s statue David is another of his most
famous works. Completed in 1504, it is a perfect
€xample of the Renaissance interest in the human
form. “David” is strong and looks alive. The statue is
18 feet high and made of soiid marble. Michelangelo’s
David is very heavy. It took 40 men to move it from
the workshop to a central Square in Florence, Italy.

Pope Julius II hired Michelangelo to paint the ceiling
of the Sistine Chapel in Rome. Michelangelo painted a
series of pictures showing events in the Bible, Over 300
figures from the Bible appear on the 60-foot-high
chapel ceiling. Michelangelo had to paint the scenes
lying on his back. He lay on a platform held by ropes.
He worked on that ceiling for four years.

Later in his life, Michelangelo turned to architecture.
He worked on the rebuilding of St. Peter’s Church. He
ook no pay then. He believed it was a task that would
please God.

Michelangelo died when he was 90. He had had a
long life in which to sculpt, to paint, and to build. His
art brought light and beauty to all of Europe.

Education and Learning

All writing was done by hand during the Middle

Ages. Books were copied on parchment made of animal

skin. Therefore, books were beautiful, but they were also

€xpensive and few in number. Only wealthy people Remember

could own books of their own. Most books were written  Latin, the language of ancient

Latin, the language of the church. The only scholars Rome, became the language of
the church. Rome was the first

ere Flergy. The church was the ma}n place where. place that made Chrisianfy it
studying went on. The church dominated all learning. official religion.

Chapter 13 « New Ideas: The Renaissance 187
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With the Gutenberg Bible Europeans could read the

- HISTORY Facy" |
Sl for themselves, People did not have to rely on'the ) B ' L {

—_— i ;
= - il

i
f
I

=h to tell them what the Bible said. The Bible was 7 famous Gutenberg | ]

2nslated into English, Italian, French, and German. Bible was not %
. discovered until 1760. |

It became Important to be able to read. More schools It was found in Paris, g
wened. Schools that taught Greek and Latin grammar = e
Were called “grammar” schools, There were new

wiversities. Studies went beyond religious thought.

=ople studied the world. They also studied about their

11 place in the world.

>cience and Invention

The Renaissance was a time for progress. There were
“me important changes during the Middle Ages.
“owever, change had come slowly. Now new books—

*d new ideas—were available for anyone who could
=2d. Universities were growing. With the spirit of the
“naissance, change came rapidly.

People explored new ideas. Gutenberg’s printing
“SSS was just one of the new inventions. Inventors
iscovered how to make springs. Then they made

atches that were small enough to be carried in a
ocket. Before, the only clocks had been huge ones on
blic buildings. Now people could keep time at home.

New instruments helped sailors find their way on
1€ Open seas. New maps improved travel, People
xperimented with metals. Soon they came up with
ast iron to replace expensive bronze.

In medicine, the English doctor William Harvey
iscovered that the heart pumps blood throughout
he body. In 1600 the microscope was invented. It led
O a new look at the world. Suddenly people learned
fat there were tiny Creatures—smaller than the eye
ould see!

Chapter 13 « New Ideas: The Renaissance 189
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Some people were angry. They were shocked that
alileo would dare to challenge the ideas of the wise
sreek, Aristotle. Galileo’s discoveries would bring him

lot of angry words.

The invention of the telescope brought another
eakthrough. Galileo was not its inventor, but he was
Qe first to use the telescope to study the heavens,

ith his telescope, Galileo discovered that the moon
d not have its own light. It reflected light. He
iscovered moons around Jupiter and the mass of stars
1 the Milky Way. All of Galileo’s discoveries led him to
1pport Copernicus’s theory. The Earth was not the
=nter of the universe. The Earth was just another

anet revolving around the sun!

No matter how well Galileo proved his theory, the
wurch would not hear of it. Church members were
dered not to read Galileo’s books. The church sent
alileo warnings. He was not to teach his theories. In

2 Galileo was called to a church hearing. There was
ong trial. Galileo had to promise that he would give

his belief in Copernicus’s theory. The church forced
M to say that the Earth was the center of the

iverse. Church officials watched Galileo closely

the rest of his life. He became a prisoner in his

home,

heck Your Understanding 1. Renaissance means

rite your answers in complete sentences. rebirth or awakening.
2. He studied human form at
work and rest. Each muscle

: ; e and bone is perfect, each
2. Why were Michelangelo’s sculptures so lifelike position is life-like.

3. What is the name of the famous ceiling that 3. Michelangelo painted the
Michelangelo painted? ceiling of the Sistine Chapel
in Rome.

1. What is the meaning of the word Renaissance?

Chapter 13 « New Ideas: The Renaissance 191
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o 0 da Vinci’s sketchbook contains his
* 0F the greatest inventors of all time,

ideas for machines. Da Vincj was

“2 Vinci had a sure sense of the way things worked.
F understood the way parts joined together to form a

€. This great knowledge helped make Da Vinci
=% d good artist.

=2 Vinci’s Mona Lisq is a painting of a woman with
rsterious smile. [t is one of the world’s most famous

“teIpieces. Today it hangs in the Louvre Museum in
%S, France,

or 17 years Da Vinci served the Duke of Milan. He
Xed as a painter, a sculptor, and an éngineer. He
then hired as 3 painter by the government of
Tence. For the last two years of his life, Da Vincj
=d in France at the invitation of King Francis 1.
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2=rson did not need fancy rituals or pilgrimages

= God, Luther said. He began to criticize the :

24ic Church in public sermons. In 1517 Martin | 1 i
"=t wrote a list of 95 complaints about the church. )

=iled it to the door of the Castle Church in :

“enberg, Germany.

.." “Aer continued to question church practices. In
=% he spoke out against the power and authority
@i=d the pope. This did not please the pope. Luther T ——
HISTORY FaA
#0ld to recant, or take back, what he had said. > ,,H} 2 I

"=t refused. He said that unless the Bible itself ,T\\/Iartin it challengé_ch

'=d him wrong, he would not recant. the supreme authority of
the pope. :

:
.

~uther was thrown out of the Catholic Church. =1
oeror Charles V declared Luther an outlaw. He said =g
& anyone could kill Luther without punishment.

~everal German princes supported Luther and his
“ings about the church. One prince hid him in a

“i¢. The church could not take him prisoner. Soon
“er had so many supporters that before long he was

%€ 10 set up a whole new church.

he new church, based on Luther’s ideas, simplified
igion. Religious practices would be based on what

s found in the Bible. In 1529 the Catholic Church

wiared that no one should practice Lutheranism.
“1eran princes decided to protest. Because of this,
=¥ were called Protestants. :

Other leaders across Europe also protested against
atholic practice. Other Protestant churches were
arted. The Reformation was under way.
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