Thesis: Change the question into a sentence stem, followed by the different eras/ turning points that you feel represent the biggest changes in how your injustice was perceived, and why those change in perception occured. 

Formula: “Perceptions of _______has changed throughout time, most specifically during ___ because of ____, ____ because of _____, and ____ because of _____.”  



Topic sentence: Restate the sentence stem, followed by the two documents you found and how the documents explain the reasons for perception change. This helps align each individual body paragraph with the overall essay. 

Formula: “Sentence stem + time period + reasoning +documents that support topic” 

Example: “The perception of racism changed radically in the Reconstruction period due to the implementation of Jim Crow Laws, as seen in documents 4 and 5.” 




Context: Provide a brief (one sentence) summary of the time period. This helps the essay flow, adds detail, and shows that you understand what was going on in that time period outside of the documents. 


Example: “During this era, many Southern Democrats were struggling with the new laws put in place by a Northern Republican government, and as a result tried to enforce new social structures that would help maintain white superiority.” 



Analysis sentences: Summarize each document and explain how it influenced perception change. Do not use quotations from the document itself.

Formula: “Document # is/shows/demonstrates/discusses + main idea of document + which shows/demonstrates/illustrates + the perception change you are arguing for in this paragraph

Example: “Document 5, a newspaper clipping from 1876, shows the implementation of the Separate but Equal clause at a diner in Savannah, Georgia, which demonstrates how the Jim Crow Laws, also known as the Black Codes, were pervasive throughout the South in this time period.” 



Sourcing the document sentences: Show your understanding of the authors of each document and how their perspective was powerful and worth listening to. 

Formula: “As a + role of author + he/she/they would obviously/clearly/might/likely + feel/show/say/do/be +  how their perspective influenced the creation of the document + because +why they would feel/show/say/do/be” 

Example: “As a Journalist in the South in the Reconstruction period, Joe Waltham would likely feel that the implementation of Jim Crow Laws in his town were right because of his anger with the federal government for changing the status quo.”


