Driving Question: 
What is the role of emotion, reason, and language when making ethical decisions and arguments?
**we are using Rhetoric as analogous to the WOKs of language, reason, and emotion. Essentially, language=ethos or character (to some extent), emotion=pathos, and reason=logos.
	
Stage 1 – Desired Results


	TOK Aims: 	-make connections between a critical approach to the construction of knowledge, the academic disciplines and the wider world

-develop an interest in the diversity and richness of cultural perspectives and an awareness of personal and ideological assumptions

-critically reflect on their own beliefs and assumptions, leading to more thoughtful, responsible and purposeful lives 

Language and Literature Aims: 
		 -introduce students to a range of texts from different periods, styles and genres

-develop in students the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts and make relevant connections

-develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication

-encourage students to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are written and received

-develop in students an understanding of how language, culture and context determine the ways in which meaning is constructed in texts		-encourage students to appreciate the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts
						
					 				
			
		

						
					 				
			
		



	Transfer

	
	Students will independently use their learning to…(what kinds of long-term independent accomplishments are desired?)
· Analyze the role of rhetoric (English) and the WOKs (TOK) when making ethical decisions
· Use rhetoric/the WOKs--language, emotion, and reason--to construct arguments towards ethical dilemmas.
· Employ rhetoric/the WOKs in order to analyze and come to a conclusion on ethical decisions.  


	
	Meaning

	
	Understandings
What specifically do you want students to understand? What inferences should they make? 


Theory of Knowledge (TOK):

· Ethics involves theories and branches and is based on shared knowledge; morals are rooted in culture and personal knowledge.
· What is ethical to one culture might differ from another culture.
· Each WOK has its strengths and limitations, and to be an analytical learner, one must understand the strengths and limitations not only of the WOKs but also of themselves and her own culture. 
· To make a sound, ethical argument will always be biased, tainted by our own limited knowledge and use of the WOKs.

IB Language and Literature

-Language is consistently manipulated to achieve a purpose.

-A plethora of biases exist according to race, gender, privilege, class, etc. 

- Language is a key tool when making ethical decisions, for better or worse.

-Language reflects a culture.

-Language can break or create hegemonic thought.

	Essential Questions
Students will keep considering...what thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry, meaning, and transfer? 


Theory of Knowledge (TOK):

· What are ethics and ethical theories?
· What is the difference and similarity between morals and ethics?
· Is it ever possible to make a sound ethical decision or argument?
· What are emotions? What are their strengths and limitations?
· What is language--is it just the written word, or something more? What are its strengths and limitations?
· What is reason, and how can we do so effectively? What are the strengths and limitations of it?
· How might language, reason, and emotion enhance AND limit our ability to make sound ethical decisions and arguments?
· Should we rely more on language, emotions, and reason when making ethical  decisions and arguments?

IB Language and Literature:
· How do authors in literature and speeches use  rhetorical devices in order to construct their arguments?
· How does the media deal with ethical dilemmas? 
· How do media outlets, the news, and different people use rhetorical devices in order to construct arguments and come to decisions?
· Can we trust the decisions of the court or arguments made by media outlets? Why or why not? 
· Is the media biased? How?
· What are the benefits and limitations of using rhetorical devices when constructing arguments?
· How can we critically analyze a source to discern whether or not it is trustworthy and making an “ethical” conclusion?





	
	Acquisition

	
	Knowledge
Students will know…what facts and basic concepts should students know and be able to recall? 

TOK:
· Ethical Theories: (Virtue Ethics, Deontology, Consequentialism and Utilitarianism, Moral Relativism, Self-Interest Theory, Natural Law)
· Morals: personal vs. shared knowledge
· Hegemonic Thought: the cultural dominant thought that is fed to us through cultural texts.
· The WOKs: specifically, the depth and body of language, reason, and emotion, analyzing the limitations and strengths of each...and being able to define each.
· Knowledge Claims:
· 

Language & Literature: 
		 	 	 	-Examine different forms of communication within the media (news, Tweets, interviews, images, etc.).

-Analyze the way mass media use language and image to inform, persuade or entertain
(diversity of audience, style/register, tone, diction, overt/covert biases, images, medium, etc.). 

-Show an awareness of the potential for educational, political or ideological influence of the media (production vs. reception).		

-Understand and recognize the language of victim blaming and dominance.		
					 				
			
		

						
					 				
			
		
						
					 				
			
		


	Skills
Students will be able to…what discrete skills and processes should students be able to use?

TOK and Lang and Lit: 

· Investigate and define abstract key concepts
· Dismantle and reconstruct preconceived notions of ethics and what is always “right” vs relatively right.
· Analyze rhetorical devices and/or language, emotions, and reason in complex texts to determine how these rhetorical devices and WOKs shape ethical arguments.
· Identify rhetorical devices used in media and analyze their purpose on the text.
· Create a Written Assignment #1 using the rhetorical devices to achieve a specific purpose for a specific audience
· Write in a way that convinces the audience of student’s perspective (their truth).
· Write and analyze knowledge questions (TOK).
· Use evidence to support thesis statements/conclusions.

	
Stage 2 – Evidence


	CODE
(M or T)
	Evaluative 
Criteria 
(for rubric)
	

	



T
	



Rubrics made by teacher

Further Oral Activity Rubric HL Lang. Lit


Written Task #1 Rubric HL Lang. Lit. 

IB TOK Essay Rubric 








Socratic Discussion Rubric

Presentation rubric














	Performance Task(s)
Students will demonstrate meaning-making and transfer by…how will students demonstrate their understanding through complex performances? 

BOTH CLASSES: hold a trial on a contemporary, ethical dilemma--namely, the Aziz Ansari case for the #MeToo Movement. Students will be placed on opposing sides, and with their teams, they’ll have to use language, emotions, and reason (and ethos) in order to argue their perspective. 
how can we use language, emotion, and reason in order to create arguments and arrive at decisions regarding ethical dilemmas?
· Grade 1 (in partners): annotated bibliography and arguments from their person’s perspective
· Grade 2: Group grade performance during trial


Language and Literature: 
-Trial: Further Oral Activity

-Written Assignment #1 Language and Lit: Creative writing assignment 800-1000 words, with a 200-300 word rationale. Students can produce any text-type that reflects knowledge and understanding of the way language is used when making ethical decisions and how this is reflected in our society, media, culture, legal system, entertainment, etc. 

TOK: essay 
· After the entire unit, students will write a TOK Essay on the prescribed knowledge question: what is the role of language, emotion, and/or reason when making ethical decisions and arguments?
· Use TOK Essay Rubric
· Use TOK Graphic Organizer
· 1 per student
· Between 1100-1600 words, depending on level of students.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Other Evidence (e.g., formative): Students will show they have achieved Stage 1 goals by...What other evidence will you collect to determine whether Stage 1 goals were achieved? 

Formative Activities in order: TOK
· After part 1 of learning (morals)
· Journal Assignment--students will have to create their own KQ based on information learned before and write a quick journal (mirrors structure of TOK Presentation and parts of the TOK essay)
· Socratic Discussion: after writing the journal, students will participate in a socratic discussion on morality and the KQs they created.
· After Part 2 of learning (Ethics)
· research ethical theories
· present ethical theories to class. Create KQ in presentation and attempt to answer via ethical theory.
· Part 3: 
· Groups of students will be assigned 1 case and analyze:
· role of language, emotion, and reason for each side of the case and how each person uses these WOKs
· come up with an ethical decision via each ethical theory explored
· Analyze the final thought--what would they say, as a group?
· Present ^


Formative Activities in order: Language and Literature 
-Part 1: Students will investigate and teach rhetorical devices and techniques to the class. These are the techniques students will extract during their investigation for Part 2. 

-Part 2: Mini-investigation and analysis of rhetoric used in the #MeToo movement. Investigation can include shift of media’s coverage, tweets, apologies, denials, language used in court, backlash against the movement, support for the movement, etc. Students will present a formative rhetorical analysis of concerning the movement and what it reveals about our ethics and culture answering our driving question: What is the role of emotion, reason, and language when making ethical decisions and arguments?  

-Part 3: Preparation for summative trial: groups of students will be assigned 1 case and analyze the role of language, emotion, and reason for each side of the case. 
(Same as above for TOK)

-Part 4: Drafting of Written Tasks; 1:1 feedback according to rubric and guidelines for the written task. 


	
Stage 3 – Learning Plan


	CODE
(A, M, T)
	Pre-Assessment
How will you check students’ prior knowledge, skill levels, and potential misconceptions?


	






M, T, A
	Learning Activities
Student success at transfer, meaning, and acquisition depends upon…
·  Are all three types of goals (acquisition, meaning, and transfer) addressed in the learning plan?
· Does the learning plan reflect principles of learning and best practices? 
· Is there tight alignment with Stages 1 and 2?
· Is the plan likely to be engaging and effective for all students? 

TOK: Day-by-day lesson plans with documents, PowerPoints, rubrics, examples, and more.

Language & Literature: Plans with assignments, google slides, rubrics, and more. Here is the folder with rubrics, slides, etc. 
	Progress Monitoring (e.g., formative data)
·  How will you monitor students’ progress towards acquisition, meaning, and transfer, during the lesson events?
· What are potential rough spots and student misunderstandings?
· How will students get the feedback they need? 

TOK: 
Monitoring students’ progress: 
* Formative Feedback:
· Presentations on ethical theories
· Socratic discussions
· group work on #MeToo cases
* Summative Feedback
· TOK Essay 
Potential rough spots: 
· setting aside their biases, morals, or personal knowledge in order to be empathetic and understand knowledge from another’s perspective.

Language & Literature: 
Monitoring Student Progress: 
-At the beginning of each class we will analyze a tweet, a headline, a comeback, an apology, etc. together to build the rhetorical analysis skills of the students. 

*Formative Feedback: 
-On Written Task
-On mini-investigation analysis to apply to the trial.

*Summative Feedback:
-Further Oral Activity Trial
-Final grade on Written Task

*Potential rough spots (same as TOK): 
-setting aside their biases, morals, or personal knowledge in order to be empathetic and understand knowledge from another’s perspective.






