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Gertrude Dole (1915-2001)

JANET CHERNELA

Florida International University

Gertrude Dole, or Trudie, as she was known to many, died at the age
of 86 on December 8, 2001, at the Jewish Home & Hospital, Riverdale,
New York. Dole received her undergraduate degree in biology and French
from Middlebury College in 1937. She later studied geography, education
and linguistics, before settling into a Ph.D. program in anthropology at the
University of Michigan. Her doctoral dissertation, Development of Patterns
of Kinship Nomenclature (1957), takes up the determinants of patterns of
kinship terminology, a subject that remained a central theme of her work
and for which she is widely recognized.

Dole held positions at Columbia University (1961-1965), Vassar
College (1965-1971), and the American Museum of Natural History
(1976-88). She also participated in dissertation committees of students
at Columbia, Stanford, Yale, and other universities. She was an admired
teacher, with devoted students who maintained contact with her over
decades.

As a leader in South American ethnology, Dole published over 70
works, including three books and two films. She co-edited Essays in
the Science of Culture (1960) and authored the only monograph on the
Amahuaca of the Upper Amazon (1999). Her research interests included
ethnohistory, ethnic identity, labor, exchange, endocannibalism, and
material culture—the latter including ceramic figurines and the technology
of manioc preparation. Her best known works were those on kinship, and
include the often cited 1965 publication, “The Lineage Pattern of Kinship
Nomenclature: Its Significance and Development” (Southwestern Journal
of Anthropology 21(1):36-62).

Dole was an intrepid pioneer in women’s ethnographic scholarship.
Undaunted by prevailing perceptions of obstacles to research by women,
she conducted her first field expedition in 1952, a study of cave archaeology
in Matanzas province, Cuba. The following year Dole became the first
American woman to carry out anthropological fieldwork along a headwater
stream of the Xingu River in the Amazon basin of Brazil. Dole, with her
then husband Robert L. Carneiro, worked among the Xinguan Kuikuuru
from 1953 to 1954, and, six years later, among the Amahuaca of Peru
(1960-61).

Dole was an early contributor to feminist anthropology. She was a
discussant in the symposium entitled “Sexual Politics and Colonialism



Tipiti: Journal of the Society for the Anthropology of Lowland South America

Gertrude Dole 97




Gertrude Dole (1915?2001)

98 Janet Chernela

and Culture Change” at the 1975 AAA annual meeting, San Francisco.
Her chapters “The Marriages of Pacho,” in Many Sisters: Women in Cross-
Cultural Perspective (Carolyn Mathiasson, editor 1974) and “Amahuaca
Women and Social Change” in Sex Roles in Changing Cultures (Ann
McElroy and Carolyn Mathiasson, editors, 1979) are among the earliest
works in anthropology focused primarily on women.

Dole was also active in a number of women’s organizations. In the
1950s, she was a member of the University of Michigan Woman’s Research
Club. In the early 1970s, she was a founder of the feminist anthropology
organization, the Ruth Benedict Collective.

From 1969 until her death, Dole was an active member of the Society
of Woman Geographers, for whom she conducted and published oral
histories of important women geographers. In 1975 Dole presented “Some
Early Members of the Society of Women Geographers,” and eventually
published a series of biographies of the lives of some of these women
geographers (1990).

Dole was also an active member of the New York South Americanists
group, an anthropology roundtable that met monthly during the 1970s.
That group eventually moved to annual meetings at Bennington College,
under the leadership of Kenneth Kensinger.

Shortly before the stroke that led to her death, Dole was hard at work
on a monograph on the Brazilian Kuikuru, as well as the project “Life
and Death of High Hill Farming in Vermont.” The latter took Dole to
Vermont, the site of her birth in 1915 and the family farm on which she was
raised. Forever a dedicated Yankee, Dole was in the process of combining
oral history and archaeological observation to reconstruct hilltop farms in
Vermont at the turn of the century. In her eighties, Dole would regularly
pack a sleeping bag in her beat-up Volvo station wagon and head off to do
fieldwork in the White Mountains.

She was a beloved friend and respected anthropologist who will be
missed by those who knew her.
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Partial Bibliography of Gertrude E. Dole
[Compiled by Jeffrey David Ehrenreich]

Books and Monographs

1960

1998

Essays in the Science of Culture. Gertrude Dole and Robert L. Carneiro,
editors. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company.

Amabuaca. Guia Etnografica la Alta Amazonia, Volume 3. Frederica
Barclay and Fernando Santos, general editors. Quito, Ecuador: Abya Yala.

Film/Video/Photography

1957
1973

1977

Articles
1958

1959a
1959b

1960

1962
1964a

1964b

1965

1966

1967

1968

The Kuikuru Indians of Central Brazil. Madison: University of Madison-
Wisconsin Bureau of Audio-Visual Instruction.

Amahuaca: A Tropical Forest Society in Southeastern Peru. University Park:
Pennsylvania State University Audio-Visual Services, 1973.

Amahuaca: A Tropical Forest Society in Southeastern Peru. Film shown in
Margaret Mead Film Festival, American Museum of Natural History,
1977.

(with Robert L. Carneiro) “A Mechanism for Mobilizing Labor among
the Kuikuru of Central Brazil.” In Transactions of the New York Academy of
Sciences 21(1):58—61.

“Ownership and Exchange among the Kuikuru Indians of Mato Grosso.”
Revista do Museu Pauifsta 10(1956-1958):125-133.

“La Cultura de los Indios Kuikuru del Brasil Central: La Organizacion
Social.” RUNA 8(2):185-202.

“Techniques of Preparing Manioc Flour as a Key to Culture History in
Tropical America.” In Proceedings of the Fifth International Congress of
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, pp. 241-248.

(with Robert L. Carneiro and Vladimir Kozak) “Ritual of a Bororo Funeral.”
Natural History 72:38-49.

“A Preliminary Consideration of the Prehistory of the- Upper Xingu Basin.”
Revista do Museu Paulista 13(1961-1962):399-423.

“The Development of Hawaiian Kinship Nomenclature as Exemplified by
the Kulkuru.” In Proceedings of the 35th International Congress of Americanists
(1962), Volume 2, p. 95.

“The Lineage Pattern of Kinship Nomenclature: Its Significance and
Development.” Southwestern Journal of Anthropology 21(1):36—62.

“Anarchy without Chaos: Alternatives to Political Authority among the
Kuikuru.” In Political Anthropology. Marc J. Swartz, Victor W. Turner and
Arthur Tuden, editors, pp. 73—87. Chicago: Aldine Publishing Company.
“Preface” to Indians of Brazil in the Twentieth Century. Janice W. Hopper,
editor, pp. xxi—xxix. ICR Studies 2. Washington, DC: Institute for Cross-
Cultural Research.

“Tribe as the Autonomous Unit.” In Proceedings of the 1967 Annual Spring
Meeting of the American Ethnological Society, pp. 83—100.
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1969

1970

1972

1973a

1973b

1974a

1974b

1974c

1976
1978

1979a

1979b

1984

1986

1991

1992

1993

“Generation Kinship Nomenclature as an Adaptation to Endogamy.”
Southwestern Journal of Anthropology 25(2):105-123.

“The Development of Japanese and Anglo-American Kinship.” In
Proceedings of the Eighth International Congress of Anthropological and
Ethnological Sciences, 1968. Volume 2, Ethnology, pp.202-206.
“Developmental Sequences of Kinship Patterns.” In Kinship Studies in the
Morgan Centennial Year. Priscilla Reining, editor, pp. 134-166. Washington:
Anthropological Society of Washington.

“Shamanism and Political Control among the Kuikuru.” In Peoples and
Cultures of Native South America. Daniel R. Gross, editor, pp. 284-307.
Garden City, NY: Doubleday/Natural History Press. [orig. 1964 in Beitrige
zur Vélkerkunde Siidamerikas, Vélkerkundliche Abhandlungen, 1:53-62.]
“Foundations of Contemporary Evolutionism.” In Main Currents In
Ethnological Theory. Raoul Naroll and Frada Naroll, editors, pp 247-79.
Englewood Cliffs, N.J: Prentice-Hall, Inc.

“The Marriages of Pacho.” In Many Sisters: Women in Cross-Cultural
Perspective. Carolyn Matthiasson, editor, pp 3—35. New York: The Free
Press.

“Types of Amahuaca Pottery and Techniques of Its Construction.”
Ethnologjsche Zejtschrjft Zurich 1:145-159.

“Endocannibalism among the Amahuaca Indians.” In Native South
Americans: Ethnology of the Least Known Continent. Patricia ]. Lyon,
editor, pp. 302-308. Boston: Little, Brown and Company [orig. 1962 in
Transactions of the New York Academy of Sciences 24(5):567-573.]
“Ethnographers in Lowland South America.” E/ Dorado 1(2):34-42.

“The Use of Manioc among the Kuikuru: Some Interpretations.” In 7he
Nature and Status of Ethnobotany. Anthropological Papers Number 67.
Richard I. Ford, editor, pp 217-247. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan
Press.

“Amahuaca Women in Social Change.” In Sex Roles in Changing Cultures.
Ann McElroy and Carolyn Matthiasson, editors, pp. ??. P?P??:press?
“Pattern and Variation in Amahuaca Kin Terminology.” In Working
Papers on South American Indians. Kenneth M. Kensinger, editor, 1:13-36.
Bennington College.

“The Structure of Kuikuru Marriage.” In Marriage Practices in Lowland
South America. Kenneth M. Kensinger, editor, pp. 45—62. Urbana: University
of Illinois Press.

“Some Aspects of Structure in Kuikuru Society.” In Themes in Political
Organization: The Caribs and Neighbors. Audrey Butt Colson and H. Dieter
Heinen, editors. Antropologica 59-62(1983-1984):309-329.

“The Development of Kinship in Tropical South America.” In Profiles In
Cultural Evolution: Papers from a Conference in Honor of Elman R. Service.
Anthropological Papers Number 85. A.Terry Rambo and Kathleen Gillogly,
editors, pp. 373-403. University of Michigan Museum of Anthropology.
“Ethnohistory of Andean-Montana Contacts.” In Borders and Peripheries
in Lowland South America. Kenneth M, Kensinger, editor, 4:11 (orig. 1983).
Papers on South American Indians.

“Homogeneidade e Diversidade no Alto Xingu Vistas a partir dos Cuicuros.”
In Karl von den Steinen: Um Seculo de Antropolaia no Xingu. Vera Penteado
Coelho, editor, pp 373—403. Sao Paulo: Editora da Universidade de Sao
Paulo.
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“Amahuaca.” In Encyclopedia of World Cultures, Volume 7. Johannes Wilbert,
editor, pp. 33-36. Boston: G. K. Hall & Company.

Reviews and Comments

1956

1957

1959

1971

1973a

1973b

1977a

1977b

1985

1986

1989

1990

1992

1993

(with Robert Carneiro) Review of The Trumai Indians of Central Brazil.
Robert F. Murphy and Buell Quain. American Anthropologist 58:747.
Review of Notas de Viagem ao Javari-ltacoai-Jurua. Jose Candido de Melo
Carvalho. American Anthropologist 59:172-173.

(with Robert Carneiro) Review of The Trumai Indians of Central
Brazil. Robert F. Murphy and Buell Quain. Revista do Museu Paulista
11:265-267.

Comments on “Clans and Moieties in North America.” Elisabeth Tooker.
Current Anthropology 12(3):366-367.

Film review of Araucanians of Ruca Choroy (Summer). Jorge Preloran.
American Anthropologist 75:594-596.

Review of The Jivaro. Michael Harner. Natural History 82(6):84-87.
Comments on “A Worldwide Evolutionary Classification of Cultures
by Subsistence Systems.” Alan Lomax and Conrad Arensberg. Current
Anthropology 18(4):702-703.

Comments on “Ancient Society and Morgan’s Kinship Theory 100 Years
After.” Raoul Makarius. Current Anthropology 18(4):716-717.

Review of Makuna Social Organization: A Study in Descent Alliance and the
Formation of Corporate Groups in the North-Western Amazon. Kaj Arhem.
Society of Latin American Anthropology Newsletter 11:18-19

Review of Vital Souls: Bororo Cosmology, Natural Symbolism and Shamanism.
Jon Christopher Crocker. American Anthropologist 88(4)984-985.

Review of In the Eyes of the Beholder: Leadership and the Social Construction of
Power. Dan Rosengren. American Anthropologist 91(3):802-803.

Review of Rethinking History and Myth: Indigenous South American Perspectives
on the Past. Jonathan D. Hill, editor. Human Ecology 18(1):138-141.
Review of The Power of Love: The Moral Use of Knowledge amongst the
Amuesha of Central Peru. Fernando Santos-Granero. Latin American
Anthropology Review 4(1):16-17.

Review of From the Enemy’s Point of View: Humanity and Divinity in
an Amazonian Society. Eduardo Viveiros de Castro. Latin American
Anthropology Review 5(2):82-83.
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